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BY THE LORDS COMMITTEES appointed a Select Committee to 
enquire into the State op Ireland, more particularly with reference 
to the Circumstances which may have led to Disturbances in that Part 
of the United Kingdom. 



ORDERED TO REPORT: 

T'HAT the Committee have proceeded, in obedience to the Orders of 
A the House, to examine such Persons as appeared best qualified to afford 
information upon the various points respecting the State of Ireland, which 
fell within the scope of the Enquiry they were directed to pursue. 

As the Enquiry has been proceeding they have thought it desirable to lay- 
before the House the whole of the Evidence, which will be accompanied 
with an Index, affording convenient means of reference. * 

In the present advanced state of the sessions, they do not feel themselves 
enabled to do more than to select, from the mass of information which has 
been brought before them, some of the subjects to which it appears to them 
to be advisable that the attention of the Government and of Parliament 
should be more especially directed. 

With respect to the Civil Disabilities of the Roman Catholics, they have 
examined a considerable number of persons, of various professions and of 
different stations in life, in order to afford to the House all the information 
which it was in their power to collect-, but they abstain from making any 
observations upon that Evidnece; because they are persuaded that upon a 
subiect of such paramount importance, and connected with such great consti- 
tutional questions, it was the intention of the House that their duty should 
be confined to the collection of information. 

It is material likewise to observe, that little evidence has been taken upon 
the subject of Education. This duty had already been delegated to Com- 
missioners, whose Report,! which appears to the Committee to contain most 
valuable information upon the branch of this subject relating to the Education 
of the Poor, has lately been presented to the House ; and they understand 
that the future enquiries of the Commissioners will be directed to other 
branches, and will bring the whole under the view of the Government and 
of Parliament. 
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REPORT, (1825) Communicated, by The Lords, ON THE 

The Committee have received a great body of Evidence on the actual 
state of the relations between Landlord and Tenant, and are of opinion, that 
the whole of that most important subject is deserving of the attentive consi- 
deration of Parliament. Amongst the great evils existing in the present 
state of these relations, are represented to be the minute Subdivision of 
Land ; the number of persons who intervene between the Head Landlord 
and the immediate Occupier ; the extreme difficulty of preventing the sub- 
letting of Land, and the power possessed by every intermediate Landlord, 
as well as the principal Landlord, to distrain upon the occupying Tenant. 
It is for the wisdom of Parliament to consider, whether any and what 
improvement in the law relating to these subjects may be expedient or prac- 
ticable: Many valuable suggestions on these as well as other points re- 
specting the relations between Landlord and Tenant will be found in the 
Evidence. The Committee observe with satisfaction, that the increasing 
intelligence of Landlords is now endeavouring to apply a gradual remedy 
to the subdivision of land ; and they cannot but entertain a confident 
expectation, that for the mutual benefit of both Landlord and Tenant, this 
remedy will be as extensively applied as the nature of existing contracts, and 
the comfort and well-being of the people will permit. 

The extent of the burden brought upon the Country by the present system 
of Grand Jury Presentments has long been a subject of complaint. Various 
suggestions have been made for the improvement of this system, and 
some of the abuses to which it was liable have been partially corrected by 
the Legislature. It is stated, however, that more is still necessary to be 
done; that the mode of deciding what works are to be undertaken, of 
regulating the expenditure, and of passing the accounts, is still in many 
respects imperfect. It appears at all events desirable that if it should be 
found expedient to continue to intrust these functions to Grand Juries, the 
publicity of that portion of their proceedings which relates to the levying and 
expenditure of the Public Money, should be effectually provided for. It 
has also been suggested, that the charges of Grand Jury Assessments, for 
objects of a permanent nature, ought to fall, in future leases, upon Landlords 
and Tenants in their due proportion. 

It has been strongly urged, that the Criminal and Civil business of the 
Quarter Sessions should be kept entirely separate, and that all the criminal 
business should be first disposed of, so as to release the Magistrates, who are 
called together for that portion of the business belonging to the Quarter 
Sessions, instead of retaining them and the Juries and the Witnesses, to 
their own great inconvenience, and the increased expence of prosecutions. 

It has been suggested as an improvement, that the Assistant Barristers 
should not practise as Counsel in the Counties where they sit upon the 
bench. 

The Constitution of the Civil Bill Courts deserves serious consideration ; 
and at all events it appears to be advisable to require that their process 
should be executed by their own sworn officers, or by persons more trust- 
worthy and responsible than many of those who are at present employed. 

Strong Representations have been made to the Committee, against the 
mode in which the Process of Custodiam Writs in the superior courts is 
executed, and also respecting Mesne Process. 

Several important suggestions have been made respecting the office of 
Sub-Sheriff; viz. That each Sub-Sheriff should have a regular office within his 
own county, where he should attend at certain hours: That his appointment 
should be subject to the approbation of the last going Judge of Assize : That 
he should be rendered legally capable of serving more years than one : And, 
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that the execution of Writs should not be committed to any person, exfcept 
the Sheriff’s officers. 

The administration of Justice by the Magistrates in Corporate Towns has 
been stated to be more frequently exceptionable than that exercised by 
County Magistrates ; and the levy of tolls, and the expenditure of the money 
received, is stated to require examination and correction. Obstacles are 
also stated to be opposed to the admission of persons to their freedom, 
although entitled thereto by birth, servitude or marriage. The present 
remedy, by an application to the Court of King’s Bench, is deemed to be 
tedious and expensive ; and it is represented, that justice would be more 
easily rendered to the individuals claiming admission, by giving double or 
treble costs in the case of an unjustifiable refusal to admit. 

Although upon the same grounds upon which they have confined them- 
selves to the collection of information, as to the Civil Disabilities of the 
Roman Catholics, the Committee abstain from doing more than to report the 
evidence they have received on the practical effect of the present state of the 
Elective Franchise, they feel it necessary to state, that it may be found 
expedient to adopt some further _and more effectual provision against 
the creation of fictitious or fraudulent Qualifications under the law as it 
now exists. 

It has been strongly recommended that some provision should be made for 
the relief of the extreme Distress of the poorer classes in age or infirmity, if 
not by law (to which great objections have been stated), at least by organizing 
the collection and distribution of charitable contributions. 

In addition to the suggestions above stated, various others have also been 
received, respecting the encouragement of Emigration — the extension of 
Public Works of unquestionable utility, by reasonable facilities afforded 
by the Government — the extension of the Fisheries — improvements in the 
state of Lunatic Asylums and Houses of Industry — the regulation or abolition 
of Manor Courts— the constitution and powers of Vestries— and respecting 
many details in the subordinate administration of Justice. For these, and 
other matters, which are in different degrees deserving of attention, the 
Committee beg to refer to the Evidence, where they will be found under the 
various heads in the Index. 

The Committee cannot close this Report without expressing the pleasure 
they have received from the concurrent testimony of so many witnesses, who, 
in speaking of the different measures which have been of late adopted for the 
improvement of the State of Ireland, have, in a greater or less degree, agreed 
in attributing to them a highly favourable effect. 

The establishment of the Police and Constabulary Force — the revision of 
the Magistracy, as far as it has gone — the meeting of the Magistrates in 
Petty Sessions — the administration of Justice by the assistant Barristers — the 
change which has taken place of late years in the mode of appointing 
Sheriffs— the Public Works undertaken by the executive Government— the 
alteration in the system of the Distillery Laws, and in the general mode of 
collecting the Revenue — the remission of all direct Taxes — the repeal of the 
Union Duties, and the increased facility of Commercial Intercourse ; have 
all contributed, not only to remove Grievances, but to improve the situation 
of the Country. 

The Composition, for Tithe, under the authority of the Acts passed in the 
two last sessions of Parliament, has been hitherto as rapid and as beneficial as 
could have been expected under the circumstances of the times ; and the 
greatest advantages may reasonably be anticipated from the further progress 
of this important measure. 

The 
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REPORT, &c. 



The restored tranquillity of the Country has already afforded the oppor- 
tunity for a more extensive introduction of different branches of Manu- 
facture ; and should it fortunately continue uninterrupted, the best hopes 
may be entertained, that by furnishing employment to the poorer classes, one 
of the great incentives to disturbance may be permanently removed. 

( Dated 4 th July 1825.^ 
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